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To Our Subscribers: 


Between the Lines is a venture of 
faith; it is not a commercial enterprise. 
A business acquaintance with wide ex- 
perience in the publishing business, 
looked over one of our first issues and 
said, “How can you expect to run a 
publication like this, printing several 
issues and mailing them out without a 
large ‘pay-up’ campaign on your sub- 
scriptions right from the start?” He 
had just read the sentence we have 
been using in this box, “The subscrip- 
tion price, $1.00 a year, may be paid 
at your convenience between now and 
February 15th.” 

We never felt more unbusinesslike 
and embarrassed in our lives, but we 
managed to reply, “But you see, my 
friend, this isn’t a business, it’s an idea 
—a spiritual challenge. We know a 
Christian layman’s news bulletin is bad- 
ly needed and we know that if we do our 
part, God will do His part through 
the thousands of Christian friends who 
have expressed their desire for such a 
Christian service.” Between now and 
February 15th is the time for subscrip- 
tion pledges to be fulfilled. 











Air Power and General Mitchell 


Buried in out-of-the-way corners of our 
press was a great story. Probably only a few 
saw it. Only a few were supposed to see it, 
for if the whole nation had noticed, the veil 
of subterfuge would have been torn away and 
a story of petty jealousies, small minded bick- 
erings, and dirty double dealing, costing the 
country much of its defense strength, would 
have stood painfully clear before us. The 
late General William Mitchell, who in 1926, 
was court martialed for his insistance on air 
power superiority over land and naval power, 
was recently completely vindicated and hon- 
ored by the Senate, and posthumous!y raised 
to the grade of Major General. He had been 
reduced to the rank of colonel before the court 
martial proceedings which suspended him from 
his command and forfeited his pay for five 
years. Those who knew him always claimed 
that he died of a broken heart. There was not 
a dissenting vote in the Senate when the 
amendment was presented and Senator Bennett 
Champ Clark remarked: “If General Mitchell’s 
advice had been followed and he had been 
allowed to complete his demonstration of the 
possibilities of the development of air power, 
some of the disasters which have since over- 
come many nations of the world might have 
been avoided. Instead of that, he was tried 
and court martialed for his patriotic efforts.” 
Events are proving that General Mitchell was 
also foresighted in his attitude toward Alaska 
as the most strategic spot in the world. 


War Aims for India 


The British censorship is so tight over the white man’s empires in Asia that 
news can seep through only with great difficulty. But when it does, significant 
and alarming intimations are often heard. The weak spot in the whole Al- 
lied cause is the blunt manner in which the British imperialistic ruling 
clique, through Winston Churchill, has been denying that any of the Roose- 
velt Four Freedoms or the promises of the Atlantic charter will be applied 
to British colonial possessions. After Roosevelt and Churchill made the 
rafters of the world ring with their pacts and promises for the freedom and 
liberation of all mankind, Indian leaders hastened to London with hope shin- 
ing in their eyes. They were met with cold defiant stares and told that the 
war aims don’t apply to India! The Burmese political leadership did the 
same and U Saw, their spokesman, reported that Churchill was disdainful, 
impolite and unfriendly. U Saw angrily left for home, but he came via 
America, hoping he might be able to get out from under the severe British 
censorship and let the world know what was happening. However no re- 
ports were heard from him until word came that he was in prison (safely 
in British colonial territory), charged with conspiring with the Japanese. Some 
reports have tried to brand him as a Quisling. If he is a Quisling, then so 
was George Washington. The uproar in India has become so great that 
many of the thousands of the imprisoned Indians were freed. They had been 
held without trial for protesting against India’s being drained of resources 
for a war in which it has no rights or representation. 


Let us win the war. Let us fight for freedom. But why do we allow our 
cause of freedom to be poisoned and disqualified? There is abundant evi- 
dence that the vast majority of the English people want the cry of freedom 
to be sincere and would vote quickly and unanimously for freedom of India 
and Burma. But a few aristocrats whose personal fortunes have been built 
out of plunder from Asia are still sufficiently in control to work this travesty 
of truth and justice. Of course India and Burma can’t be freed over night, 
but the native leaders of those countries did not ask that. Their requests have 
been far more tempered and reasonable than the answers they’ve gotten. 
The alarming thing about all of this is that when the white man has fought 
himself poor and bled himself white to protect his Asiatic treasures from 
the threat of new masters, he will then find himself facing revolutionary up- 
heavals within his own domains that, weakened by war, he'll be unable to 
control. In a hurricane of social hatreds and long brooding revenge he will 
then lose what he sacrificed his sons to hold. We do not question the neces- 
sity of destroying Japanese and Nazi militarism, but why do we not make our 
strength the strength of ten because our hands are clean? How can a Chris- 
tian mind contemplate the blood of American youth pouring into such a picture 
without becoming sick at heart? 


Will Someone Enlighten Us? 


A hard-to-understand angle on defense is the position of the electrical 
industry. On one hand we are warned of power shortages that may slow up 
the wheels of industry in this desperate national emergency. On the other 
hand, certain utility companies continue to promote the use of more elec- 
tricity—for example the bulb-snatcher campaign to sell more light bulbs. One 
large utility company ran full page ads on a blackout shade, advising cus- 
tomers to enjoy normal light by planning for light-tight windows. The public 
would like light on the subject of just how serious the power shortage threat 
is,—and how to fit into the conservation picture. 
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Anti-Union Violence 

One of the most dangerous situations looming on the American 
horizon is the strife occasioned in the gradual shifting of labor union- 
ism into the newly industrialized southland. The industrialists in the 
south (some of them recently migrated from the north, searching for 
docile, cheap labor) seem to be woefully unaware that unionism has 
come to stay, that it has penetrated practically all labor centers of 
the world, that it has become the accepted form of labor representa- 
tion in England now for several decades, that it can no longer be 
completely pushed aside wherever men and women are regimented 
for toil in modern industry. The southern industrialists are making 
the dangerous mistake of setting an example of violence before the 
eyes of the workers in attempts to frustrate union organizers before 
they have succeeded in enlisting the workers. | A case at hand re- 
cently occurred in Mississippi. While distributing leaflets to workers 
of a woolen mill, several union organizers were attacked by anti- 
union workers among whom was State Representative Claude Bilbo, 
personnel director of the mill. Three of the organizers got knife and 
club wounds. The union leaders anticipating trouble, state that they 
had requested police protection, but apparently their request was 
ignored. We are not championing the unions’ cause. We are point- 
ing out the stupidity of the industrialist in engaging in such examples 
of violence and thuggery when dealing with labor groups. It is a 
vicious pendulum that will certainly swing back and crack a good 
many heads. For years the same thing happened in the north and 
occasionally still does. Many times during strikes, the first violence 
occurs when imported hired thugs, deputized as “property guards,” 
try to break up picket lines and intimidate workers. Such news 
rarely appears accurately in the daily press because a majority of 
the big publishers who control the news are anti-union and anti-labor 
themselves. : 

But the point Between The Lines wants to make is—how can we 
plead for Christian principals to be respected in the ranks of the 
mass workers over against the violent preachings of Communism 
when community and industrial leaders themselves inaugurate vio- 
lence and class strife? There are plenty of thugs and roughnecks 
who crowd into the workingmen’s ranks, but why do we give them 
such complete alibis for brutality and examples of violence? 


A Forward-Looking Rural Program 


The Department of Agriculture is now drawing up a very fine pro- 
gram for rural improvement to be begun at the close of the war. 
It provides for employment or financial aid for rural soldiers and 
sailors as they are mustered out of service as well as for farm people 
who have been in defense industries during the war period. It pro- 
poses a large program of rural slum clearance which will replace the 
shacks and shanties that many farmers live in (some reported to be 
no better than Chinese peasant huts). The Department of. Agricul- 
ture considers that there are at least two million farm homes that 
must be rebuilt to bring rural housing up even to a minimum stand- 
ard of decent living. In addition to better farm housing, the plan in- 
cludes county hospitals, recreation centers and a comprehensive pro- 
gram of conservation, reclamation and irrigation. While all thought- 
ful citizens would approve such a plan, many are wondering if it will 
survive the constant and insistant opposition of reactionary elements 
in Congress who are now using the war emergency to fight all such 
humanitarian efforts on the home front. 
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“Good Active Hatred” 


The Canadian Air Marshal William A. Bishop, while visiting New 
York City and appearing before different organizations, urged Amer- 
ica to develop a “good active hatred” against the Axis peoples. He 
declared that we can’t win this war unless we realize the Axis people 
all hate us, are fighting to the death against us and that we must 
learn this lesson of “total hate” from them or we'll not win the war. 
The Air Marshal may be a good soldier and learned in the arts of 
killing and destruction, but he is quite ignorant of history and human 
affairs. He doesn’t know much about Germany or Italy and less 
about Japan. Millions in those countries despise war, abhor their own 
military leaders. They keep the great Axis concentration camps full. 
Christians in the Axis countries are as heart sick over today’s world 
picture as we are. The Canadian Air Marshal forgets the insidious 
danger of becoming like unto the very things we despise in our 
enemies. The spiritual peril of war is as great as the material. The 
Air Marshal would be a more intelligent propagandist if he would 
urge us to fight the hated Nazis and Japanese military leaders so that 
the betrayed, misguided masses they have subdued might be freed to 
enter with us into a new world in which the Four Freedoms are 
realities. 


A New Labor Leadership 


Be prepared for more than now meets the eye in the present labor 
trends. First, do not conclude that because labor has agreed to 
suspend all strikes and submit all controversies to the War Labor 
Board for adjudication that a new age has dawned in labor and that 
the day of strikes and violent industrial conflict is over. Second. do 
not view any news of conciliation between the CIO and AFL as a 
sign that labor is becoming at last docile, repentant and cooperative. 
Far more significant are signs that labor organizations, long at war 
with each other, are trying to congeal their strength and _ political 
structures; that trend should be watched with understanding and 
thoroughness by Christian people. This uniting of labor’s strength 
would have been accomplished long ago had it not been for the 
conflict of personal ambition within the labor movement. The bom- 
bastic, political pompoming type of leadership is gradually giving way 
to the activities of smart young men of good background and educa- 
tion who have for the most part come from working men’s families 
and know exactly what they are after and why. This inside evolu- 
tion within labor, plus the war pressure, explains much that is hap- 
pening on the labor front. The period of racketeer local union lead- 
ership, which has been flagrant and odious, is also passing. The in- 
dustrialists and their publicists have quite justifiably played up the 
criminal element in labor to deflect public sympathy from the union 
cause. This has been especially effective with the farmer mind. We 
all recognize corruption and abuses in labor practices. But have we 
thought what the situation will be when labor leadership is respected 
and efficient, and when the cause of labor is made to seem closely 
akin to the cause of the commen citizen? Then what will be the 
technique of the industrial chiefs who have controlled most of our 
country’s resourses and manipulated the nation’s affairs? If labor 
continues to merge its strength the end of the war will see America 
facing a block of power unmatched in our political history. The na- 
ture of that power, its moral concepts, is one of the primary spiritual 
concerns of Christian America today. 
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